
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
AddicsK COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
?.0. Box 1450 

Alcscandria, Vifgiida 22313-1450 

WWW.118ptO.gpV 



APPLICATrONNO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/679,167 



10/02/2003 



41131 7590 09/14/2005 

KENNETH EARL DARNELL 
2010 WEST SEVENTH STREET 
COFFEYVILLE, KS 67337 



Leslie Chailes Ring 



3957 



EXAMINER 



ZEADE. BERTRAND 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2875 

DATE MAILED: 09/14/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Oflice communication conceming this application or proceeding. 



PTa90C (Rev. 10/03) 



coffin Act inn Summaru 


Application No. 

10/679,167 


Applicant(s) 

KINGETAL (S^^Z^ 


Examiner 
Bertrand Zeade 


Art Unit 

2875 





« r/je MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "ceiling" cited in 
claim 30, line 2 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 33 cite "Light altering means carried by the lumlnaire and 
disposed between the first and second reflectors and spaced from the annulus 
for changing the character of that light exiting the lumlnaire through the 
annulus to thereby provide a decorative effect". It is unclear how the decorative 
effect is done, because the light altering means is disposed between the first 
reflector (92) and second reflector (94). These two reflectors are completely 
separated away from one another, and the light source (90) and light source 
(101 have different aperture, how can both lights provide a decorative effect. 
Which of the lights Appllicant is considering. 

Claims 2-34 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph for their 

dependency from the independent claims cited above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 -3, 7-9, 1 5, 1 8, 24-25, 27-29, 31 -34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Yang (U.S.6698912). 

3. Yang discloses a haloed vehicle light having: 

at least one source of light (1 1 , fig. 1 ) carried by the luminaire; 

a first reflector (3, fig. 1) disposed within the luminaire (10, fig. 1) and 
carried thereby, at least a portion of the light generated by the at least one 
source of light exiting an aperture of the first reflector (3); 

a second reflector (4, fig. 1 ) carried by the luminaire (1 0) and 
disposed about the first reflector (3); the inner surfaces of the second 
reflector (4) being spaced from outer surfaces of the first reflector (3) 
about said first reflector thus forming an annulus or circular (col. 3, 
lines 25-37) therebetween at an aperture of the second reflector (3), 
at least a portion of the light generated by the at least one source of 
light exiting the luminaire (1 0) through the annulus; 
light altering means or light body (21 , fig. 3) is carried by the 
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luminaire (10), and is disposed between tlie first (3) and second 
reflectors (4) spaced from eacli otiier 

tlius changing tlie character of that light exiting the luminaire 

through the annulus to thereby provide a decorative effect. 

Regarding claim 2, the light altering means (21 , fig. 8) are disposed in 

proximity to upper portions of the reflectors (3). 

Regarding claim 3, the at least one source (1 1 , fig. 1 ) of light is disposed 

in proximity to the light altering means (21 , fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 7, means (33,42,61 , fig. 1) for adjustably mounting the first 

reflector (3) in different positions within the luminaire (10). 

Regarding claim 8 as shown in (fig. 1), at least some of the positions in which 

the first reflector is mounted causes perimetric edges thereof defining the aperture of 
said first reflector (3) to extend from an aperture of the luminaire (10). 

Regarding claim 9 as shown in (fig. 1), at least one of the positions in which the 

first reflector (3) is mounted causes perimetric edges thereof defining the aperture of 
said first reflector to be flush with an aperture of the luminaire (10). 
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Regarding claim 15, the luminaire (10) further comprising a second light source 

(21, fig. 1), the first-mentioned light source (11, fig. 1) providing light exiting the 
luminaire through the aperture of the first reflector and the second light source (21 , fig. 
1) providing light exiting the luminaire through the annulus or hole (32). 

Regarding claim 18, the light altering means (21 ) comprises a colored reflective 

layer formed an at least portions of inner surfaces of the outer reflector (col. 3, lines 32- 
37). 

Regarding claim 24, the light altering means comprises a colored relflective layer 
formed on outer surfaces of the inner reflector (col. 3, lines 32-37). 

Regarding claim 25, at least portions of inner surfaces of the first reflector (3, fig. 
1) have a colored reflective layer formed thereon (col. 3, lines 32-37). 

Regarding claim 27, the light altering means fiuther comprises a colored 
reflective layer formed an inner surfaces of the outer reflector (col. 3, lines 32-37). 

Regarding claim 28, the first reflector is formed of a light transmissive material 
(col. 3, lines 32-37). 

Regarding claim 29, the light altering means comprises a colored reflective layer 
formed an at least portions of the inner surfaces of the outer reflector (col. 1 , 5-15). 

Regarding claim 31, the luminaire (10) further comprising means (61, 33,42, 43) 
for pendantly mounting the lurninarie. 



Application/Control Number: 10/679,167 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2875 

Regarding claim 32, tlie liglit source (11, fig. 1) is vertically mounted within the 
luminaire (10). 

Regarding claim 33, a first source of light (1 1 , fig. 7) carried by the luminaire 

(10). A first reflector (3, fig. 7) disposed within the luminaire (10) and carried thereby, at 
least a portion of the light generated by the first source of light (1 1 ) exiting an aperture 
(as shown in fig. 7) of the first reflector (3). A second reflector (4, fig. 9) carried by the 
luminaire (10) and disposed about the first reflector (3). The inner surfaces of the 
second reflector (4) being spaced from outer surfaces of the first reflector (3) about the 
first reflector thus forming an annulus therebetween at an aperture of the second 
reflector. A second source or light emitting body (21 , fig. 7) disposed within the 
luminaire (10) for directing light through the annulus to provide a decorative effect at 
least by providing a dappled or scalloped appearance on surfaces of at least one of the 
rellectors. 

Regarding claim 34, the light emitting body provide a colored 
Light (col. 3, lines 32-37). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to wrtiich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 5-6,17, 20-23, 26 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yang (U.S.6,698,912) in view of Pankin (U.S.4,562,517). 

Yang discloses the claimed invention as applied to claim 1 above except for an 
annular plate, light source horizontally mounted, a fluorescent lamp, an anodized 
material and a prismatic structure. 

Regarding claim 5 as shown in (figs. 33 and 35) of Pankin, the light altering 
means comprises a light transmissive plate (21 1 ) and a colored film (303) disposed on 
the plate for coloring light passing through the plate and the film. 

Regarding claim 6 as shown in (fig. 34) of Pankin, the light source (205) is 

horizontally mounted in surmounting relation to the reflector (209). 

Regarding claim 1 7, the first mentioned light source comprises at least one 
compact flurescent lamp (12/14, fig. 1) of Pankin. 

Regarding claim 20, the colored reflective layer comprises an anodized material. 

Regarding claim 21 as shown in (fig. 36) of Pankin, the outer reflector (400) is 
formed of a light transmissive material (col. 13, lines 27-30). 

Regarding claim 22, the outer reflector has prismatic structures formed thereon 
(col. 3, lines 25-27) of Pankin. 

Regarding claim 23 the outer reflector (3, fig. 3) of Pankin, comprises an outer 
housing of the luminaire (1 0). 

Regarding claim 26 as shown in (fig. 35) of Pankin. the layer (305) comprises an 
anodized material. 
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Regarding claim 30, tlie luminaire further comprising means for mounting the 

luminaire in a recessed disposition in a ceiling (col. 18, line 27) of Pankin. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the haloed vehicle light of Yang with the annular plate, light 
source horizontally mounted, a fluorescent lamp, an anodized material and a prismatic 
structure taught by Pankin in order to provide a lighting system designed to reflect light 
emanating from these devices. These elements remaining within the fixture result in 
increased efficiency and reduction of heat in the fixture. 

6. Claims 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yang in view of Pankin as applied to claims 15 and 18 above, and further in view of 
Robertson et al. (U.S. 6,860,628) B2. 

Yang in view of Pankin discloses the claimed invention as applied to claims 1 5 
and 18 above except for LED and reflective paint. 

However, Robertson et al. discloses in regards to claim 16, the second light 
source comprises at least one light emitting diode (26, fig. 2A). 

Regarding claim 19, the colored reflective layer (72, figs. 2A and 2B) comprises a 
reflective paint (col. 1 1 , lines 25-26). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the haloed vehicle light of Yang in view of Pankin with the 
LED and reflective paint taught by Robertson, since the LED and reflective paint of 
Robertson would provide Yang in view of Pankin with an improved lighting fixture having 
arrangements thereof, for the purposes of distributing and diffusing the light output as 
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desired, and tinting LEDs which provide colored light output, for coloring the light output 
of the device as desired. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 4 and10 are rejected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims, and if the independent claim 1 overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

8. The following is a. statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record fails to suggest the light altering means comprises a 
colored annular plate through which light exiting the annulus passes and is colored by 
the light altering means as cited claim 4. 
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Claim 10 cites tlie mounting means comprises a sleeve carried by the first 

reflector, the sleeve having corrugations formed thereon, and an annular band 
disposable in relation to each one of the corrugations and contacting an annular plate 
mounted between the reflectors, the first reflector being positioned by disposition of the 
annular band relative to any particular one of the corrugations. 

Claims 11-14 would be allowable as being dependent upon claim 10 if the 
independent claim 1 overcomes the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action. 

Contact Information 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bertrand Zeade whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2387. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM-5: 30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Bertrand Zeade 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 




